_____________________________________ 
[Name]

_____________________________________

[Address]

_____________________________________

[City and State]

_____________________________________

[Telephone Number]

Check
□ Attorney (for)
   or    □ Self Represented
Continue
□ Petitioner/Plaintiff

□ Defendant/Respondent or □ Other Parent
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF ________________________                                            
     




                                                Insert the County Name
	□ Marriage of check box if applicable
______________________________

Petitioner’s Name

                  Petitioner/Plaintiff,


and, or versus
______________________________

Respondent’s Name

            Defendant/Respondent
	)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)
	Case No. ___________________
__________________________ ‘s LIST OF EXHIBITS, □ LIST OF WITNESSES, □ NOTICE OF LIVE TESTIMONY, □ HEARING BRIEF
Local Rule 16.15 of the Butte County Superior Court Local Rules of Ct.
Hearing/Trial Date _____________________________  Time ___________
Hearing/Trial Judge’s Name ______________________________________  
Date Petition filed  _____________________________ 
□ Long Cause Hearing   □ Post Judgment                            □ Trial



To all parties and to the Honorable ___________________________________, Judge:
                       Insert Name of the Hearing/Trial Judge Assigned
□ Petitioner/Plaintiff   □ Defendant/Respondent submits the following Brief, □ List of Exhibits, □ List of Witnesses, □ and Notice of Live Testimony as required by Local Rule 16.15 of the Butte County Superior Court Local Rules of Court
INTRODUCTION

Begin by telling the Judge, in one (1) sentence, What this case is about:

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Issues to be resolved by Hearing or Trial:  □ Disputed Law to Disputed Facts □ Disputed Law to Undisputed Facts

Summarize for the Judge, in six (6) lines or less, what you are going to prove (or what it is that you intend to prove):

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Identify California Code Sections (and Cases) that support your side of the case, based on your evidence 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 Do you and the other side agree as to what any of the facts are?  If yes, what facts? If no: leave blank.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Does the other side admit any of the facts that you need to prove your case?  If yes, what facts? If no: leave blank.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PRESENTATION OF EVIDENCE
Do you intend to testify or to call witnesses or to present photographs or to present documents of any kind as Evidence in your case?  If your answer is Yes to any of the above, which of these types of Evidence will you be presenting to the Court?  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

List the Names of Your Witnesses – including Your Witnesses that will attest to the authenticity of your Exhibits

         Witness’s Name


Address




Telephone No.

1. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Local Rule 16.15 A.4.(b) requires that Witness names, addresses and telephone numbers be stated.  On July 1, 1999, the Secretary of State implemented the confidential Safe at Home Program to help survivors of domestic abuse remain safe once they have escaped an abusive situation.  Under this program, each certified participant is assigned a substitute Post Office address to use in place of a home, work or school address, which becomes confidential upon enrollment in the Safe at Home Program.  State and local agencies that maintain public records are required to accept the Safe at Home substitute address
Summarize what you expect each of your Witnesses to say, in Court
First Witness
____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Second Witness
____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Third Witness
____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Fourth Witness
____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Fifth Witness
____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Sixth Witness
____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

List Your Exhibits – with a short description following Use 1,2,3 for Plaintiff/Petitioner   A,B,C for Defendant/Respondent
1. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

will be offered to prove [issue at Hearing or Trial]: ______________________________________________________
2. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
will be offered to prove [issue at Hearing or Trial]: ______________________________________________________
3. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
will be offered to prove [issue at Hearing or Trial]: ______________________________________________________
4. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

will be offered to prove [issue at Hearing or Trial]: ______________________________________________________
5. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

will be offered to prove [issue at Hearing or Trial]: ______________________________________________________
6. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
will be offered to prove [issue at Hearing or Trial]: ______________________________________________________
7. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

will be offered to prove [issue at Hearing or Trial]: ______________________________________________________
8. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

will be offered to prove [issue at Hearing or Trial]: ______________________________________________________
9. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
will be offered to prove [issue at Hearing or Trial]: ______________________________________________________

10. ____________________________________________ ______________________________________________________
will be offered to prove [issue at Hearing or Trial]: ______________________________________________________
11. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
will be offered to prove [issue at Hearing or Trial]: ______________________________________________________
12. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

will be offered to prove [issue at Hearing or Trial]: ______________________________________________________
13. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

will be offered to prove [issue at Hearing or Trial]: ______________________________________________________
14. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

will be offered to prove [issue at Hearing or Trial]: ______________________________________________________
APPLICATION OF THE LAW TO THE EVIDENCE

 Your Written Legal Argument to the judge:  Explain why the natural conclusion to be reached from your evidence and from the law you cite supports the relief requested.  In making your written presentation, refer to the relevant statements your Witnesses are prepared to offer and to the Documentary Evidence you prepared in advance of the Hearing.  State your Legal Arguments in the spaces below and conclude on the following page:    
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Continue your legal argument here: __________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________


Dated:  ____________________________ _____, ________







Respectfully submitted,







______________________________________________







{Signature]







______________________________________________







[Printed Name]
Check
□ Attorney (for)
   or    □ Self Represented
Continue
□ Petitioner/Plaintiff






□ Defendant/Respondent or □ Other Parent
Flesch Reading Ease 58.8  Flesch-Kincaid Grade Level 8.2

Form by John A. Zorbas, Director, Butte County Public Law Library, Oroville, CA, SBN. 133860. ©2009, Butte County Board of Law Library Trustees. Intended for Individual uses where permitted by Local Rule or custom. For Readers who are not an attorney:  Note:  Many seasoned attorneys provide “Unbundled” or “Limited Scope Legal Assistance” – which is something a Self Represented Litigant should seek, if possible, before he or she presents any paper to the Court. (See Represent Yourself in Court: How to Prepare and Try a Winning Case 6th ed. (Nolo Press, 2007) or A Client’s Guide to Limited Legal Services by M. Sue Talia (1997) for information on how to hire an Attorney to act as a Legal Coach.  Ask the Law Librarian or SHARP for a list of Attorneys providing “Unbundled Legal Services” in the County where you live or work.   

Butte County Superior Court Local Rules of Court, Rule 16.15 Trial, Short and Long Cause Evidentiary Hearings

A.  Inroduction 

[70]
1. “Family Law Matters” for purposes of Local Rule §16.15 includes family law,

uniform parentage, domestic violence and guardianship of the person.

2. Evidentiary hearings on family law matters with time requirements of 20 minutes or

less will be heard on the Order to Show Cause Calendar. Evidentiary hearings with time

requirements in excess of 20 minutes will be set on TRAC (Trial Readiness and

Assignment Calendar) from the Order to Show Cause Calendar.

3. Family Law Trials will be set for trial from the TRAC. A matter is placed on the

TRAC by filing an At-Issue Memorandum. A matter will normally be placed on a TRAC 

[71]

within 90 days of the filing of the At-Issue Memorandum and will be set for trial within

the four weeks following the TRAC.

4. Short Cause Hearing, Long Cause Hearing and Trial defined:

(a) Short cause hearings – 20 minutes or less on the Order to Show Cause/Notice

of Motion Calendar allowed at the discretion of the judge on the Tuesday and

Wednesday calendars on the pleadings and declarations filed. If no responsive

declaration is filed and proof of service is on file showing timely service the court

will consider not allowing a response at the hearing and/or awarding immediate

attorney’s fees to the moving party.

(b) Long cause hearings – hearings longer than 20 minutes allowed at the

discretion of the judge from the short cause hearing calendar. These are NOT

trials and result in temporary orders, pending final resolution of the matter or the

filing of an At-Issue Memorandum.
These evidentiary long cause matters are limited to: the pleadings filed in the

moving and responding papers, unless live testimony is allowed in the Court’s

discretion for good cause shown. Unless there is a Notice of Live Testimony filed

or unless the court appointed expert is called, no other experts or witnesses will be

allowed to testify at a long cause hearing. The Notice of Live Testimony should

state the witnesses’ name, telephone number, address and the nature of their

testimony. The parties may be permitted to testify without advance written

notice. Reasonable cross-examination of a party declarant may be permitted

without advance notice.
The parties are required to file, within one day of the TRAC, a Statement of

Issues and Contentions prior to the TRAC calendar or the party will be restricted

to the four walls of the pleadings filed by both parties and the Statement of Issues

and Contentions filed by opposing party.

Hearing briefs shall be filed two (2) court days prior to the hearing date. Witness

lists (expert and otherwise appearing pursuant to Notice of Live Testimony) shall

be provided no later than two (2) days prior to the long cause hearing. Exhibit

lists shall be exchanged no later than two (2) days before the long cause hearing.

(c) Trials (of any length) – cases where AT-Issue Memorandums have been filed

with the Statement of Issues and Contentions with attached documents with the

court and opposing party or counsel, if represented.

5. The purpose of the following rules is to ensure that family law matters are not set for

trial or long cause hearing until adequate case and trial preparations have been completed.
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